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Liverpool Music Businesses Join Texas Festival

A delegation of Liverpool’s most promising musicians and music companies are joining South By South West 2006, thanks to support from Merseyside ACME; The development agency for Merseyside’s Creative Industries.
South x South West which runs from the 10th-19th March 2006, brings together musicians, management and promoters from all over the world. Described as a ‘tornado of creative activities’; the festival offers visitors and delegates over a thousand music showcases and hundreds of film screenings, panels, interviews, conversations and mentor sessions.  

The New York Times hailed the festival as ‘The biggest and most prestigious event of the global music industry calendar’ and as ‘at least three music festivals in one: a wall-to-wall audition for new bands, a place for familiar names to announce new projects and a celebration of homegrown Texas music’.  
The Liverpool delegation will be joined by contemporaries from Manchester and other parts of the North West as a result of a partnership initiative between ACME, Manchester’s Creative Industry Development Service (CIDS), the Music Development Agency (MDA), the Manchester City Music Network (MCMN), UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) and the North West Development Agency (NWDA). 

This year's supported Merseyside bands and companies include; Pete Wylie & the Mighty Wah!, Ladytron, The Aeroplanes, REACT, Sixty One, Robot Records & Management, Polytechnic, David Ford 
“I am thrilled to be attending the South By South West music festival, thanks to Merseyside ACME.  This opportunity will allow me to license my back-catalogue of hits and also my new work, to meet publishers and agents and to get my music heard in an international arena.”
Pete Wylie, Musician
For more about the full list of bands supported, including downloads of their music at the official SXSW Web site http://2006.sxsw.com/music/ 
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Note to Editors
Merseyside ACME

Established in 1997, Merseyside ACME is a development agency for the Creative Industries sector, working to support the growth and sustainability of creative businesses based on Merseyside. ACME works collaboratively with the public and private sector to:

· Promote the importance of the Creative Industries as an economic driver for the region.

· Ensure the availability and continuity of sector specific business support and services.

· Promote the use of creativity as a means of supporting community and economic regeneration.

· Promote connectivity across the Creative Industries sector.

For further information visit www.merseysideacme.com
Music Development Agency

The Music Development Agency, the first of its kind in the UK, has been operating since February 1998 and in that time has led the field in business support for music related businesses. The MDA is dedicated to maximising the contribution of the music sector to economic, cultural and social prosperity on Merseyside. 

Since January 2005, in addition to support for music businesses the MDA, through its Creative Bias service provides support for the wider creative industries on Merseyside.  This includes support for people starting up for creative industries businesses or for existing businesses aiming to achieve sustainability or high growth.  For further information visit www.creativebias.org or www.mmda.org.uk
Manchester City Music Network
Established in 1999, the Network is a unique partnership between the public and private sector. Their aim is to support the developing infrastructure of the Manchester music industry with the help and guidance of a coalition of independent music companies.
The Network offers "chamber of commerce" style services to the Manchester music industry, and acts as a cross-sectoral Trade Association for all independent Manchester music businesses. Their main focus is on economic development and facilitating business opportunities.

http://www.manchester-music.org.uk

Creative Industry Development Service
The Creative Industries Development Service (CIDS) works to help new and established creative businesses in and around Manchester, whilst also taking a strategic overview of the sector – developing new projects in response to industry needs.  They offer a free Information Service for creative business to help them find out what support is available to them, which can be accessed either through this website, fact sheets, phone, or by email. They also publish ‘CREATIVE Times’ - the UK's first trade journal for the creative industries and an accompanying monthly email update and 'CIDS News' which is available to anybody that submits a full company profile on this site.

http://www.cids.co.uk/default.asp 

